Welcome to Paisley
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Recently we renewed our roof and
established a Heritage Centre. This
was only possible with the financial
and practical help of the
organisations and people mentioned
on this slide.

The Heritage Centre was opened on
the 12t October 2019 and charts the
history of Methodism in Paisley from
its early roots to the present day.
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The opening was well
attended and people
were curious to read
about the heritage of
Central Hall and
Methodism in Paisley.



As well as story boards
round the walls, there
are cases full of historic
memorabilia.

The following slides take
you on a tour round the
Heritage Centre




English canal workers helped to bring the Methodist
religious movement to Paisley when they worked on the
Glasgow, Paisley and Ardrossan Canal in the early 1800s.
It spread quickly to the town and its surrounding villages.
As it flourished, many groups used to meet in all sorts of
places: public halls and rooms, and even private cottages,
which were deemed to be churches.
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A church raised from the dead

By the early 1900s, Methodism in Paisley was In decline.
The Glasgow circult, which oversaw the church, was

ready to declare that Methodism In the town was dead.
But a minister called Reverend W. H. Rolls disagreed. He

volunteered to come to Paisley instead of being sent to
Chester.

of our church
s founded our churchin  But th
held open-air concerts  renting

In Dunn Square on Saturday

hurch stil relied on

arious bulldings In the

town. Rev. Rolls was determined

0 have a purpose-built Wesleyan

a church, and

certs, hymns, and Rev. Rolls' o bulld one. He

preaching attracted so many major supporter in this work -
itwas sald the church had a local man with a colourful past

risen from the dead. It became  called John Slack

known as the “Lazarus church

after the miracle in which

restored a man (o life

The power of prayer

It was amazing how quickly the money for a new church
was raised, but even more amazing how quickly a bullding
of this style and size was built. The first £2,000 went to buy
the site of an old tenement. In 1906, when there was doubt
about getting enough money to actually start bullding,
Rev. Rolls said "you would not doubt if you knew how hard
people were praying for it".

On 10th September 1907, a stone-  Another £16,000 had been raised
laying ceremony marked the to bulld the church. Unlike other
start of bullding work_john Slack  iconic bulldings in Paisley, most
laid the last of 12 stones. He had  of the money had come from
hoped to place £100 in donations  ordinary working people, not rich
on top of the stone but in the mill owners or merchants. But
event was able (o place £164.just  there was still a debt of £5,000.
one year later there was a service  On the evening of the opening
to open the building. day, joseph Rank of the flour
milling company sald If the church
could raise £4,000 by Christmas
he would ghve the remaining
£1,000.

I saw something which gave

me one of the keenest delights
[ have ever had. I was on the top

Our tour begins here
with Methodism
coming to Paisley
and the story of
how Central Hall was

built.

of a tramcar... and I saw a notice
7 ) ' : : i . in big letters, ‘This site has been
| S e ¢ m purchased for a Wesleyan Mission
= Hall." Yes, on the very site where
I first met John Slack. I shouted
‘Glory!” and did not care
who heard me.”
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These boards tell a
little of the history
of John Slack and
his role in the
building of Central
Hall. The other

board explains the
role of a Central
Hall and the
difference between
it and a more
traditional church
building.
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Next there are
boards on how
Central Hall was
used during the two
World Wars and the
Votes for Women
campaign.
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On this board we
have a couple of
historic pictures.
The top one
shows John Slack,
Josiah Nix and the
Rev. W. H. Rolls
standing outside
the gates of

Central Hall.

The second
picture shows a
Harvest festival,
displaying all the

fruit and
vegetables.







We hope you have enjoyed
this view of our Heritage
Centre and that you may be
able to visit the centre and
the rest of the building in
person in the not too distant
future.




